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Technical Sergeant
Willis Diel Awarded Dis
tinguished Flying Cross
Mr. and Mrs. George Diel of n o rth 
w est of N ew ton have received a le tte r
and a new spaper from th e ir son,
Technical S ergeant W illis Diel, telling
about his having been aw arded the
D istinguished F lying Cross, th e A ir
Medal w ith O ak L eaf C luster and the
P urple H e a rt decorations recently in
E ngland. He is believed to have been
the firs t resident of Ja sp e r county to
be aw arded the D istinguished F lying
Cross, one of the highest decorations
aw arded A m erican airm en.

Slightly Wounded
S erg ean t Diel w as slightly wounded
in th e chest and abdom en in a m is
sion over G erm any on D ecem ber 13,
bu t w as able to re tu rn to d u ty in five
days.
— T h e p ap er tells th a t his B-24 bom b
er w as one of five badly shot-up
planes w hich got home th a t day, a l
though th$ landing g ear w as shot
away. In landing it, the pilot slid the
plane in on its belly and it crashed
into a stum p and then into a wall.
I t w as alm ost shot to pieces and it
looked like it couldn’t possibly g et
back to its base.
Mr. and Mrs. Diel had know n th eir
son w as wounded b u t had not known
an y th in g about how he w as injured,
and h ad n ’t known of his decorations ;
until the le tte r arrived.
--------- P___ — - ___________

